
Explorers- The history 
of flight.

What I should already know;

•Name and locate the world’s continents 
and oceans. 

•Use aerial images and other models to 
create simple plans and maps, using 
symbols.

Key Vocabulary

beyond living memory Events that have occured in the past, before 
anyone who is now living was born.

pioneer A person who is among the first to explore or 
develop a method for others to follow.

chronological Putting events in the order in which they 
occured.

decade A period of ten years.

timeline Various events ordered chronologically.

source Material that provides information, e.g. 
artefacts, books, newspaper articles, letters. 

Famous people/events

The Wright Brothers Pioneers of flight. They invented, built and flew 
the world’s first successful aeroplane.

Amelia Earhart First female to fly solo across the Atlantic. 

Neil Armstrong American astronaut, test pilot and university 
professor and was the first man on the moon. 

Tim Peake First British astronaut to join the European 
Space Agency (ESA)



Knowledge:
There have been changes in travel and
transport over the past century.

● Pioneers in the past have impacted on
our travel and wider lives today.

● Flight has led to countries being more
accessible and connected.

● We can travel further in shorter
amounts of time/trade with other
countries so we get food all year
round.

● Significant individuals in the past have
included: 1) Females Amelia Earhart -
first female to fly solo across the
atlantic and Bessie Coleman, the first
female black pilot. 2) Astronauts Neil
Armstrong, the first man on the moon
and Tim Peake, the first British
Astronaut to go to the international
space station.

Historical skills: 
● Be able to sequence events

chronologically on a timeline.
● Be able to understand that we find out

about the past from different sources -
artefacts, pictures, stories etc…

● Be able to identify similarities and
differences between people and
methods of transport.

Timeline

1829

Stephenson’s rocket built. 

1903

The Wright brothers had their first successful flight 

1921

Bessie was the first black African American 
woman to gain a pilot’s license. 

1932

Amelia Earhart first solo flight across the Atlantic 
Ocean.

1969

Neil Armstrong landed on the moon.

2015

Tim Peake. The first british astronaut at the space 
station.


